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Kazakhstan
rides Eurasian
transit freight wave
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Kazakhstan sits at the crossroads of
Eurasian trade routes, served by 13
international economic corridors, and its five
principal freight flows are all dominated by
rail. Further expansion is planned as part

of the government'’s ambitious vision to
strengthen the country’s role as a key transit
hub for the Central Asia region (p18)
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IMAGE OF THE MONTH Europe

Belgian loco-hauled trains return to the French capital this month, 28 years after international services from Brussels Midi
to Paris Nord were replaced by TGV and Thalys trainsets with the opening of LGV Nord.

In conjunction with the 2024 Olympic and Paralympic Games, SNCB is to operate two daily trains each way with effect
from July 24. They will be formed of Type 111 coaches hauled by a Siemens Mobility Class 18 locomotive. As part of
‘Operation Magritte’, Belgian and French staff participated in a test run on June 4.

From the launch of the 2025 timetable in December, regular loco-hauled services are expected to operate on the Paris —

Brussels route under SNCF’s Ouigo Train Classic brand.




COMMENT

Nick Kingsley, Executive Editor, Railway Gazette International

nicholas kingsley@railwaygazette.com

Private operators seek the light

t's always darkest before the dawn.

So goes the sentiment attributed

first to Thomas Fuller, a British

clergyman writing in 1650, and more
recently to fellow Briton, pop singer
Florence Welch.

Certainly nightfall was the theme of
a blogpost published by Midnight
Trains co-founder Adrien Aumont on
May 31 (p50). In it, he reflected on the
collapse of the nascent open access
night train operator, citing the various
factors he believed had led to its failure.

Midnight Trains had an ambitious
plan to develop a network of premium
overnight trains offering hotel-standard
accommodation on European routes of
up to 1500 km from Paris. At the
outset, Aumont said, the rail sector’s
approach to competition was too
focused on incumbent operators, and
not enough on newcomers and
start-ups. He felt that one key problem
for night trains was that national
infrastructure managers do not take a
pan-European view.

This was reflected in recent complaints
from the freight sector, where the
Furopean Rail Freight Association and
other industry bodies expressed concern
on June 19 that the European Council’s
response to a proposed Regulation on
infrastructure capacity management
‘does not go far enough’ In their view it
would not lead to the internationally
agreed framework for capacity
management that they believe is
essential to improve the competitiveness
of cross-border rail services.

Midnight Trains announced its initial
plans in June 2021, and in March 2022
it notified French regulator ART of its
aim to launch daily return services from
Paris to Barcelona, Nice, Milano and
Venezia. These were endorsed by the
European Commission as part of its
pilot programme to boost cross-border
rail travel (RG 4.23 p18), but as Aumont
explained, the start-up simply could not
raise enough money to bring even an
initial service to fruition.

The demise of Midnight Trains
follows closely behind that of Railcoop,
the French co-operative hoping to

15%

2030 market
share SNCF
Voyageurs
is aiming
for with its

open access
high speed
services in
Italy, due to
be launched
in 2026

revive regional passenger trains
between Lyon and Bordeaux on a route
long neglected by SNCF Voyageurs.

Yet these two apparent failures stand
in stark contrast to the effervescent
vibes emanating from the French high
speed market, where entrepreneurial
start-ups Le Train and Kevin Speed
have outlined plans to compete with
SNCF’s Ouigo and Inoui brands, and
Trenitalia’s open access operations. On
June 6, these contenders were joined by
Proxima, headed by former SNCF
executive Rachel Picard and rail asset
financier Tim Jackson (p8). Their
proposition envisages €1bn of
investment, and targets routes largely
serving southwest France, using the
LGV Sud Europe Atlantique managed
by concessionaire Lisea.

One of the reasons cited by Aumont
for the problems faced by Midnight
Trains was, in his words, a European
rail market liberalisation process that
has seen the sector ‘open up to itself” It
is clear what he means: SNCF and
Trenitalia have expanded into
neighbouring countries to exploit spare
capacity on high speed lines in both
France and Spain. On June 17, SNCF
Voyageurs announced further plans to
launch open access high speed train
services in Italy from 2026, with the
target of obtaining a 15% market share
by 2030. Meanwhile, Spanish state
operator RENFE is developing its
toehold in France.

Yet it is equally apparent that
opportunities still exist for prospective
new entrants. Arenaways is returning
for a second bite at the Italian cherry,

‘Sir Richard Branson'’s
Virgin Group is hoping

to re-enter the market with
open access services on the
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West Coast Main Line’

having initially run open access trains
between Milano and Torino in 2010-11
(p46). Matteo Arena is clear that the
regulatory environment in his home
country has improved markedly, aided
by the EU’s Fourth Railway Package
clarifying the rules of the game.

Flixtrain is also growing, increasing
its summer 2024 timetable in Germany
by 40% compared to last year. However,
this comes at a cost; expansion is being
supported by rolling stock transferred
from Sweden, where Flix has ceased
running trains and boosted its coach
operations instead.

Meanwhile, Britains Labour Party,
hotly tipped to win the general election
on July 4, has endorsed the idea of open
access. Labour has long been critical of
Britain’s partly privatised industry
structure, and its pre-election rail policy
document made no bones about its plan
to take back into public control those
National Rail operating contracts not
already run by the state-managed
Operator of Last Resort.

However, Shadow Transport
Secretary Lousie Haigh made a telling
choice by launching her rail policy
paper at the offices of ticket retailer
Trainline, and she used the Hull Trains
driver training academy to reinforce the
message that a Labour government
would retain an open access model.

A flurry of open access applications
has been lodged over recent months
(p13), including two separate proposals
to link London with Rochdale (my
place of birth, incidentally). One of
these comes from Sir Richard Branson's
Virgin Group, which is hoping to
re-enter the market with open access
services on the West Coast Main Line,
having run franchised services on this
corridor in 1997-2019.

Perhaps private passenger operations
are not the gamble they once were, even
if not every prospective new entrant can
succeed. One place where a flutter might
be appropriate is — of course — Las
Vegas: reports reach us that the Siemens
Velaro high speed trains for Brightline
West’s service to ‘Sin City’ will come
equipped with casino tables... ®
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. on May 21. Gauge-changing

Freight traffic has resumed

on the - lisi -
raiiway following a year-long
closure to modernise and
upgrade the 170 km on the
Georgian section between
Marabda and Akhalkalaki.
Work began last year and was
completed on May 20.

The Ontario provincial
government has awarded
contracts for infrastructure
works to enable the
reinstatement of Ontario
Northland’s |
passenger service between
Toronto Union station and |
a new Timmins-Porcupine
station, including a range

of track, signalling and

station improvements.

Siemens Mobility has started
assembling the three loco-
hauled trainsets ordered for
C$139:5m in 2022, which are
expected to be carrying up to
60000 passengers/year by
2041.

A German government
scheme to encourage modal
shift of from road to
rail has been approved by
the European Commission
under EU state aid rules.
Direct grants totalling €17bn
over five years will support
the operation of wagonload
services, or short block trains ‘
on routes up to 300 km,

which do not benefit from the
economies of scale of long-
distance trainload services. ‘

Amtrak launched a second |
daily train between Chicago |
and St Paul on May 21, |
augmenting its long-distance
Empire Builder service. The

new Borealis trains are |
sponsored by the state
transportation departments

in Minnesota, Wisconsin and
llinois, departing from Chicago
in the late morning and St Paul
at midday, offering a journey
time of around 7%: h for the
558 km trip.

Spanish national operator

Renre put the first 10 of its |
Talgo 5106 | high speed
trainsets into revenue service

sets are being deployed on |
AVE services from Madrid to
Galicia and Asturias, and the
1435 mm variants on low-

cost Avlo services from the
capital to Barcelona, Valéncia,

kAIacant and Murcia.

Kyrgyz corridor agreement

T U
Ag I

A trilateral intergovernmental
agreement has been signed setting
out the legal basis for building the
long-planned China — Kyrgyzstan
~ Uzbekistan railway (p18). Chi-
na’s President Xi Jinping, Kyrgyz
President Sadyr Zhaparov and Uz-
bek President Shavkat Mirziyoyev
participated in the event on June 6
by video link.

Building on a feasibility study
completed last year by China Rail-
way Construction Corp, the agree-
ment provides for the project to be
progressed by a joint venture of

the three national railways, at an
estimated cost of US$8bn.

The 523 km route would start
at Kashgar in China and run via
the Torugart Pass to a break of
gauge between the 1435 mm
and 1520 mm gauge networks at
Makmal. The line would then con-
tinue to Jalal-Abad and Andijon.
There would be 213 km in China,
260 km in Kyrgyzstan and 50 km
in Uzbekistan.

Up to 15 million tonnes of
freight traffic per year is forecast to
use the route, which would cut the
rail distance between the two re-
gions by 900 km and transit times

Second Albula tunnel opened

Regular services began operating through Rhatische
Bahn's replacement Albula tunnel on June 12, follow-
ing opening celebrations on June 8.

{ocated 1821 m above sea level, the 5860 m Albula Il
tunnel replaces the original 5864 m tunnel, which

opened in 1903 as part of the
metre-gauge line between Thusis
and St Moritz. The old bore is to
be repurposed as a safety tunnel,
connected to the new bore by 12
Cross-passages.

The new Albula tunnel is not
only a technical masterpiece, but
also a symbol of the continuation
of traditions and values that have
guided us since the founding of
our canton’, said Swiss Federal
Council member for transport
Dr Albert Rosti.

RhB decided that building a
new tunnel to modern standards
would be less disruptive, after in-
spection of the original found that

Phota: Tama Bati¢

by up to seven days.

“Thanks to our collective deter-
mination and support, the parties
have been able to make significant
progress in the last two to three
years, said Zhaparov. Xi felt the
agreement marked the transition
of the strategic project from a vi-
sion to reality, suggesting that it
would be a landmark scheme for
the Belt & Road Initiative.

Mirziyoyev added that the rail-
way could open up access to large
markets in South Asia and the
Middle East via the Trans-Afghan
corridor from Uzbekistan to Paki-
stan (pl13). @

major renovation works would be needed. Construc-
tion began in 2014 at a cost of SFr407m. The new tun-
nel is designed for a maximum speed of 120 km/h,
compared to 75 km/h. RhB director Renato Fasciati
told Railway Gazette International that this would be
important for the enhanced timetable to be intro-
duced in December.

Amva Sale completed

The sale of Deutsche Bahn’s non-
German public transport business
Arriva to I Squared Capital has
been completed, the companies
announced on June 3.

Acquired by DB in 2010, the
UK-based Arriva business now
employs around 34400 people and
carries 1:6 billion passenger-jour-
neys/year using various modes.
It runs services in the Czech

Republic, Croatia, Hungary, Italy,
the Netherlands, Poland, Slova-
kia, Slovenia, Spain and the UK,
and operates a leasing company in
Romania.

DB announced its intention
to sell Arriva as part of its Starke
Schiene strategy to focus its re-
sources on its core business in
Germany. Rail and bus activities
in Sweden were sold to Finlands
VR Group in July 2022, and the
Portuguese bus business to Dan

®

in December 2022. Operations in
Serbia and Denmark and the bus
activities in Poland were sold to
Mutares in 2023.

An agreement to sell the re-
mainder to energy, utilities, tele-
coms and transport investor
I Squared Capital was announced
in October 2023, and approved
by the European Commission in
January. I Squared said it saw op-
portunities to invest in decarboni-
sation initiatives. ®
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Akiem opens
Ostricourt

i 7l ol i

|[FRANLE

Akiem has opened a locomotive
maintenance and overhaul work-
shop in Ostricourt, near the
Dourges Delta 3 intermodal logis-
tics terminal south of Lille.

The leasing company has in-
vested €22m in the site, including
a €500 000 contribution from the
French government. The compa-
ny has a growing fleet operating
in 22 European countries. It is the
designated Entity in Charge of
Maintenance for almost 60 loco-
motives in France, with plans to
increase this to 120.

The workshop has four spaces
for regular servicing and four
spaces for undertaking mid-life
overhauls. An ongoing pro- |
gramme to refurbish 150 Class
BB27000 and BB37000 electric lo-
cos being undertaken at Hiolle In- ‘
dustries near Valenciennes will be |
transferred to the new facility. @ )

£1bn high speea vision

New entrant Proxima has unveiled
proposals to launch open access
services from Paris to Bordeaux,
Nantes, Rennes and Angers, ‘fully
financed” by Antin Infrastructure
Partners. The first phase would
involve an investment of around
€1bn for the purchase and mainte-
nance of rolling stock, launch costs
and working capital.

The start-up has been estab-
lished by former Voyages SNCF
CEO Rachel Picard, who was

Tumel breakthrough

Celebrations were held on May 29
to mark the breakthrough of what
will become the country’s longest
railway tunnel.

The 6714 m Lokev tunnel is be-
ing built as part of the 2TDK

involved with development of the
Ouigo brand, and Timothy Jack-
son, founder of leasing company
Alpha Trains. It said on June 6 that
it aimed to ‘reinvent the experi-
ence for its different customers;
by ‘reflecting the changes in con-
sumer behaviour and changing
ways of life including the growth
of remote working, and ‘erosion of
the business/leisure boundary’
Proxima said the selected routes
had demonstrated strong demand
in recent years, with train occu-
pancy at all-time highs as a result

project between Divaca and the
port of Koper. Contractors Kolek-
tor Construction and Eura-Asfalt
began work in November 2021
The current longest bore wholly

in Slovenia is the 6327 m Bohinj

tunnel on the Jesenice — Nova
Gorica line, opened in 1906. ®

| evenmouth reconnected

The reinstated railway to Leven-
mouth in Fife reopened for pas-
senger services on June 2, fol-
lowing an official inauguration
by Scotland’s First Minister John
Swinney on May 29. The freight
line from Thornton Junction had
been out of use since 2001, passen-
ger services having ended in 1969.

Reopening was approved in
2019 at an estimated cost of £70m,

but the project scope was later ex-
panded to include provision for fu-
ture electrification and the develop-
ment of active travel routes, taking
the cost to £116m which has been
funded by the Scottish government.

Main works began in March
2022. This included laying dou-
ble track on the 10 km route and
building fully accessible stations
at Cameron Bridge and Leven.
Design services were provided by
AtkinsRéalis.

Strateaqic plan

KeNvA _—

Kenya Railways intends to trans-
form itself into the ‘leading trans-
port service provider in the region,
according to its strategic plan for
2023-27, which it said would pro-
vide the necessary medium-term
policy, legal, institutional and reg-
ulatory framework.

Launched by Roads & Transport
Secretary Kipchumba Murkomen
in Mombasa on May 24, the plan
envisages infrastructure devel-
opment, increasing freight and

8

passenger capacity, expanding
rail’s share of port traffic, building a
skilled and efficient workforce and
institutionalising ~environmental,
social and governance standards.
Specific initiatives include mod-
ernisation of the freight terminals
at Mariakani and Athi River, re-
habilitation of lines at Port Reitz,
acquiring 480 new wagons and re-
habilitating the metre-gauge Lon-
gonot —~ Malaba line. There will be
more rolling stock for the Nairobi
— Suswa route, completion of the
Riruta — Ngong commuter line now

‘Levenmouth is back on the
map and regeneration prospects
aided by other projects in the pipe-
line are brighter now’, commented
Dr Allen Armstrong, Chair of the
Levenmouth Rail Campaign. The
grass roots association had been
lobbying for many years for the
reopening of the line to help revi-
talise a disadvantaged area, which
he explained had been ‘in decline
for over five decades since mining,
docks and railways closed. ®

under construction and a link to
central Mombasa from the stand-
ard gauge terminus at Miritini.

A ‘crucial component’ would be
extension of the Standard Gauge
Railway from Naivasha to Malaba,
Uganda and beyond to enhance
regional trade. Kenya, Uganda and
Rwanda have separately agreed to
co-ordinate future cross-border
railway infrastructure maintenance.

Systra has completed a study for
KR and the World Bank into the
potential use of battery-powered
trains to operate commuter servic-
es on the metre gauge line between
Nairobi and Thika, 40 km north-
east of the capital. @

of ‘dynamic’ economic and busi-
ness trends, leisure travel and de-
mographic growth. It hoped to of-
fer 10 million seats per year.

The new entrant bas entered
into exclusive negotiations with
Alstom for the supply and mainte-
nance of 12 Avelia Horizon train-
sets, with options for more. It en-
visages that testing could begin in
2027. It has also reached an agree-
ment with high speed line infra-
structure concessionaire Lisea for
the use of a depot at Marcheprime,
20 km south of Bordeaux. @

""ETCS delaged

Banedanmark has announced a
revised timetable for ETCS de-
ployment in eastern Denmark,
following further delays to its na-
tional Signalling Programme.

Under an ambitious timescale
approved in 2009, the installation
of both lineside and onboard
equipment had been due for
completion by 2021 After a re-
view in 2017 the schedule was
extended to 2030.

The roll-out of ETCS Level 2
lineside equipment across Jylland
is expected to be completed in
2027 under the Fjernbane Vest
contract awarded to Thales and
Balfour Beatty.

However, Banedanmark ex-
plained that the Fjernbane @st
deployment faced various chal-
lenges, including the incorporation
of new projects such as the Feh-
marn Tunnel and the proposed
250 km/h Vestfyn Line between
Odense Vest and Kauslunde. It
has now agreed a revised roll-out
| plan with Alstom which envisages
l'\ completionby 2033, ®
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Operail sale gets under way (==l

E!

The government has formally
launched a two-stage process to pri-
vatise national rail freight operator
Operail. A public auction will cover
the entire business, including freight
operations, rolling stock repairs, all
contracts and the brand name. It
is being managed by LHV Groups

investment banking unit, with Ellex
Raidla providing legal advice.
Potential bidders were given un-
til June 21 to submit expressions of
interest. Investors that qualify for
the second stage will then be able to
access additional information ena-
bling them to submit binding offers.
‘We approach privatisation with
a positive outlook, said Operail

board member Merle Kurvits on
June 7. “The past years have been
challenging for the railway sector
and the economy. While overall
freight volume on the Estonian rail-
way decreased by 39% last year, Op-
erail’s volume decreased by almost
70%, for unlike our competitors
Operail ceased freight transport to
and from Russia and Belarus] @

Comcepcmﬂ enhancements

A US$3-2bn plan to enhance
rail services in the Biobio region
around Concepcién has ‘been un-
veiled by Minister of Transport &
Telecommunications Juan Carlos
Mufioz and EFE President Eric
Martin, as part of the government’s
Trenes para Chile programme.
US$290m is to be spent on in-
creasing capacity on Biotren sub-
urban Line 2, which links Con-
cepcion with Coronel, following
a sevenfold increase in ridership

since 2017. The package includes
10 new trains, enhancement of all
14 stations, and power supply up-
grades for multiple operation, as
well as a new depot. The measures
are expected to double the capac-
ity of Line 2 by the end of 2027.
EFE is currently replacing the
1.9 km bridge over the Biobio Riv-
er between Concepcion and Juan
Pablo 1T by a double-track con-
crete structure, to be completed
in 2025 at a cost of US$267m. This
would enable Line 2 to be extend-
ed south from Coronel to Lota,

adding five stations. The extension
is to be completed by 2030 at a cost
of US$155m.

Studies are underway for Line 3
from Concepcién to Penco and
Lirquén, requiring five stations and
four more trainsets. Biotren services
may be extended to Los Angeles at
an estimated cost of US$99m.

Studies are also in hand for
electrification of the main line
from Concepcién to Rucapequen,
enabling more frequent inter-city
services between Santiago, Chillan
and Concepcién. @

Lovv Floors on the GoldenPass Express

The coaches have 39 second class seats, and one
will operate in each rake. The design has been devel-

Montreux-Oberland Bahn has added low-floor pano-
ramic coaches to enhance the accessibility of the
gauge-changing GoldenPass Express services be-

tween Montreux, Zweisimmen and Interlaken Ost,

which is operated with BLS.

In 2020-21 Stadler supplied an initial 19 coaches for
the service, which run as four four-car sets plus three
spare cars. Four additional low-floor cars were or-

oped by Stadler in collaboration with the Inclusion
Handicap organisation of disability groups to comply
with federal accessibility rules. ®

operators have
stepped up the use of
high speed trains to carry
light freight, following the
introduction of new laws on
April 1 limiting overtime by
commercial vehicle drivers.
High speed parcels services
are now offered on around 40
trains per day, and JR East
is reportedly considering the
development of dedicated
trainsets.

Finland’s VR Group completed
its acquisition of !

on May 30. The open
access operator runs 126
trains a week on the 455 km
Stockholm - Géteborg route
using six Stadler Flirt X74
EMUs. VR says the operation
is profitable, with a 30%
market share and revenue of
SKr350m in 2022. MTRX will
become part of VR's inter-city
business unit.

's LTG Group has
awarded SRPA Impulse a
€10-1m contract to replace the
Russian KLUB-U cab signalling
equipment currently fitted to
35 LTG Link passenger locos,
111 LTG Cargo freight locos
and 17 LTG Infra vehicles. ‘Our
goal is to have the equipment
fully compatible with national
security interests as soon
as possible’, explained Chief
Resilience Officer Gediminas
Setkus.

A Multimodal Inland Port
Assaciation has been formed
to act as a unified voice
advocating for modal shift

of freight from road to rail

dered in December 2021, with the SFrl2m contract
being financed by MOB backed by the cantons of

in . It aims to
encourage private investment

. - = d f’ .-
;"-T!"i A !“(!”“' ) m@

Vaud and the national

Bern, and Fribourg
government.

Eurostar fleet renewa

Furostar says itis ‘preparing to invest’
in up to 50 high speed trains, which
would enter service from the early
2030s, replacing the 17 PBKA and
nine PBA sets acquired through the
merger with Thalys and the eight re-
maining cross-Channel Class 373s.
Along with the 17 Siemens Mobility
€320 trainsets, this would increase
its fleet from 51 to 67.

“There is huge demand for our
services and we have big Euro-
pean ambitions, explained CEO
Gwendoline Cazenave. ‘Investing

“in up to 50 new trains will provide

more capacity and give customers
something really special’ Eurostar
said the trains would be fully inter-
operable ‘across five countries and
beyond;, and would ‘set the stand-
ards for customer experience and
comfort’

Railway Gazette International July 2024

Having trains able to operate
in Belgium, France, the Nether-
lands, Germany and the UK could
theoretically enable direct services
between London and Germany,
although Eurostar said it was not
planning any new services at this
stage.

Eurostar Group has reported
revenue of €2bn for 2023, up 26%
from 2022, and EBiTDA up 8% at
€423m. Passenger numbers were
up 22% at 18:6 million. The com-
pany hopes to be carrying 30 mil-
lion passengers in 2030. @

and participation in rail
reform, and to foster trade
activities that meet social
objectives. ‘Transporting more
cargo by rail has become an
imperative, considering the
growing cost of logistics in
South Africa. It is no longer
just a nice-to-have’, explained
Chairman Warwick Lord.

Chairman

Oleg Belozerov has signed
a strategic co-operation
agreement with his

counterpart Liu
Zhenfang, expressing
mutual interest in the joint
development of international

transport corridors.

l
|

|
f
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Cluj-Napoca breaks ground

'ROMANIA

Construction of Cluj-Napoca
metro Line 1 was launched with
a groundbreaking ceremony on
June 5, attended by Prime Min-
ister Marcel Ciolacu, Minister of
Transport & Infrastructure Sorin
Grindeanu and the city’s Mayor
Emil Boc.

The driverless metro will run
for 21 km, with 19 stations. Start-
ing from Tara Motilor in Floresti,
the Y-shaped line will run via
Minastur to Piata Maristi, where
it will divide. One branch will
serve the Muncii industrial area

Panda-
themed
tramway

CHINA |

The Dujiangyan M-TR tramway
was opened on May 15, serving
popular tourist destinations in a
city 60 km northwest of Chengdu

with a population of 720 000. }

The 138 km main route starts |
at Bajiao Temple and runs west
across the River Jinma before
turning south to Cultural Tour-
ism City and Mount Qingcheng,
where there is an interchange
with the main line railway from
Chengdu. A 34 km branch runs
from Cultural Tourism City to
Zijingcheng, serving a railway in-
terchange at Dujiangyan, where
the ancient irrigation system is a
designated Unesco world herit-
age site.

The network serves 21 stops,
including four elevated, and the
depot is located at Ziingcheng. A
fleet of 26 Alstom Citadis 302
trams has been supplied by CRRC
Chengdu. The 100% low-floor
five-section trams incorporating
panda-themed design elements |
are 32 m long with capacity for
292 passengers.

Services are operated by the
Chuanfa Shenkai joint venture
including Shanghai Keolis under
a three-year contract, and the
network is expected to carry
around 10 ‘million passengers/
year. @
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via an interchange with the na-
tional railway, while the other will
run to Europa Unitd via Gheorgh-
eni and Sopor.

Expected to cost 13.7bn lei, the
project is being financed from Ro-
manias National Recovery & Re-
silience Plan, with 10bn lei coming
from the national government and
1-48bn from the EU.

A 9bn lei contract for design
and construction was awarded to
a consortium of Gulermak, Al-
stom and Arcada last year (RG 7.23
p10). The line is scheduled to open
in 2031, although Boc anticipates
that the first seven stations may be

completed as soon as 2026. A con-
dition of the EU funding is that the

first phase should be operational
within four years. The line will be
operated by a fleet of 26 three-car
trainsets with capacity for up to 540
passengers, and is expected to carry
164000 passengers per day. @

Nazareth light rail contract signed

ISRAEL

Project promoter Trans Israel
has signed the €1bn PPP conces-
sion contract for the HN Light
Rail Line consortium of Alstom,
Electra and Minrav to design, fi-
nance, build, operate and main-
tain the 41 km Nofit Light Rail
inter-urban line between Haifa

and Nazareth. The consortium
had been named preferred bidder
in February.

The tram-train line will have 20
stations including park-and-ride
sites. Services will run every 4 min
at peak times, at speeds up to
100 km/h. Ridership is estimated
at 120000 passengers/day.

Alstom’s share of the package

is valued at more than €700m,
including a €140m maintenance
contract. It includes the supply of
track, 1.5 kV DC electrification,
signalling, communications, depot
equipment and 54 Citadis trams.
Operations and maintenance will
be undertaken by a joint venture
of Electra Afikim, Minrav and Al-
stom for 21 years. @

EXpress commuter rail proposed

SOUTH KOREA

Construction company DL E&C
has put forward initial plans for
the proposed CTX express com-
muter rail network centred on
Daejeon, which it hopes to devel-
op and operate for 40 years.

As part of a programme to cre-
ate ‘30 min commute zones, Presi-
dent Yoon Suk-yeol announced in
January that express commuter
rail services would be developed
in various cities, similar to the
Great Train Express network in

the Seoul area.
The government has selected
CTX as the pioneer project outside

the capital, with the estimated cost

of 5tr won to be met using a mix of
national and local government re-
sources and private financing. The
Ministry of Land, Infrastructure &
Transport envisages that construc-
tion could start in 2028 for open-
ing in 2034.

CTX would use a mix of exist-
ing and new lines. Services would
be operated at up to 180 km/h
using four- and six-car EMUs. A

regional express service would
run for 64 km between Daejeon
Government Complex metro sta-
tion and Cheongju International
Airport, via Sejong Government
Complex, Jochiwon, Osong, and
central Cheongju. There would
also be an inter-regional service
covering the 163 km between
Seoul and Daejeon via Cheonan,
Jochiwon and Sejong.

Construction of a separate sub-
urban railway linking Gyeryong
and Sintanjin via Daejeon began at
the end 0f2023. ®

Private funding sought for next phase of GTX

SOUTH KOREA

Minister of Land, infrastructure & Transport Park
5ang-woo is exploring options for private financing to
support the second phase of Seoul's Great Train Ex-
press programme, as part of government plans to
create 30 min commute zones’ around major cities,
The second phase includes extensions to GTX
Line A, which opened in March, to Line C, which is under

construction, and to Line B where work is to begin this
year. It would also include the development of lines D, £
and F although these routes are still to be finalised,
Among 20 organisations participating in round ta-
ble discussions were construction firms Samsung
C&T, Hyundai Engineering & Construction, GS Engi-
neering & Construction and DaeWoo E&C, plys engi-
neering companies Sambo Technology Group, Dohwa
Engineering and Dongmyeong Technology Corp, @
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Paris’s rubber-tyred metro Line 11
was almost doubled in length with
the opening on June 13 of a 6 km
six-station extension from Mairie-
des-Lilas to Rosny-Bois-Perrier,
where it interchanges with RER
Line E. The extension has cost
€1-084bn to build, plus €214m for
upgrading the original route. The
work was funded by the Ile-de-
France region, Société du Grand

Tallinn tram arrives
ESTONIA

Tallinn operator TLT has taken delivery of the first of
23 trams that Pesa Bydgoszcz is supplying under a
€52m order placed in 2022. It must complete 1000 km
of fault-free running before entering service.

The three-section low-floor tram from the manu-
facturer’s Twist family has six doors and can carry up

Paris doubles Line 11

Paris, the national government,
Seine-Saint-Denis  département,
RATP and the city of Paris.

With trains running at up to
70 km/h, the end-to-end journey
time for the 14 km from Rosny to the
central hub at Chatelet is just 25 min,
compared with around 55 min be-
fore. The extension is expected to
carry 85000 passengers/day.

Alstom is supplying 39 five-car
MP14 trainsets with a capacity of
562 passengers at a cost of €310m,

pushchairs.

shelters. @

funded by transport authority Ile-
de-France-Mobilités and operator
RATP (26%). These provide a 40%
reduction in energy consumption
and a 25% increase in capacity com-
pared with the MP59 sets they re-
placed. Alstom has also supplied the
Octys CBTC onboard equipment
for GoA2, while Siemens Mobility
provided the lineside systems. @
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to 184 passengers, including 65 seated. It has air-con-
ditioning, USB sockets, modern information systems
and a low entrance for wheelchair users and

The Pesa trams will initially be deployed on the
city’s Harbour tramway loop, which is under con-
struction for completion later this year. They will also
replace some of the operator’s existing KT4 trams,
which are being offered for reuse as cafés, offices and

VVTA starts work on
Fastridge connector

San José light rail operator VTA
marked the start of work on a
southern extension of its Or-
ange Line with celebrations at
the Eastridge Transit Center on
June 8. The 3-9 km extension from
Alum Rock to Eastridge is expect-
ed to take around four years to
build, with revenue services start-
ing in 2028.

The line has been dubbed the
‘Eastridge to BART Regional Con-
nector), as passengers will be able
to interchange to the heavy metro
Green Line at Milpitas Transit
Center, north of Alum Rock. The

extension will mostly run on an el-
evated alignment in the median of
the East Capitol Expressway. There
will be an intermediate station at
Story Road, accessed via a foot-
bridge over the road, and a ground
level terminus.

The extension forms the final
phase of the decade-long Capi-
tol Expressway Transit Improve-
ment Project, which is intended
to transform the highway into a
multimodal corridor supporting
bus rapid transit and improved
pedestrian access as well as rail.
Reconstruction of the Eastridge
Transit Center was completed in
2015. @
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The South Ring section of the
- circular
| suburban railway was opened
on May 26, running from Panyu
(Guangzhou Nan) to Foshan
Xi. The route is shared with
the Guangzhou - Foshan —
Zhaoging inter-city railway, and
trains run at up to 200 km/h.

MTA Metro-North Railroad has
completed its 23-year

project to modernise the
commuter train maintenance
depot at Croton-on-Hudson.
The fifth and final phase of
the project was undertaken by
a joint venture of Skanska and
ECCO Ill Enterprises at a cost
of $365m.

regional council has
started the formal approval
process for a 4-8 km light rail
extension from Rastatter
StrafBBe on Stuttgarter
StraBenbahnen route U13 to
the Ditzingen-S0d industrial
estate via Weilimdorf and
Hausen, together with a new
depot in Weilimdorf.

SepTa is trialling Conduent
Transportation's 3D Fare
Gates at 69th Street station in
in a bid to deter
fare evasion, which costs the
agency an estimated $30m
to $40m a year. Based on a
design deployed in Paris, the
gates use 3D detection optical
sensors to track passenger
movements.

Salzburg Stadtbahn

CONCession

The Ministry for Transport &
Environment has authorised the
construction of a 15 km Stadtbahn
line in Salzburg, running from
the main station to the southern
suburb of Hallein. The so-called
S-Link has been granted a 99-year
concession, and services would
be run by the city’s public trans-
port operator Salzburg Linien
Verkehrsbetriebe GmbH.

The line will effectively form
an end-on extension of the exist-
ing Salzburger Lokalbahn and is
to be built in four stages. The first
is a 1 km underground extension

of the Lokalbahn from its existing
sub-surface terminus to Mirabell-
platz, endorsed by the city council
in 2020. Preliminary works are ex-
pected to begin later this year with
main construction starting in early
2025 for completion by 2028.

The second phase would con-
tinue the line to Akademiestrasse,
and third to Salzburg Siid, while
the fourth would take it on to Anif
and Hallein. Completion is expect-
ed around 2034. The projected cost
ranges from €1.98bn to €2-84bn,
depending on the final choice of
alignment. The federal government
has committed to covering half of
the total capital investment. @
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